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ORDINANCE NO. 43 Y

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF STRASBURG, LANCASTER
COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, TO REPEAL EXISTING REGULATIONS GOV-
ERNING ON-LOT SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEMS WITHIN THE TOWNSHIP
ANDTOENACTNEW REGULATIONS GOVERNING INDIVIDUALON-LOT
AND COMMUNITY SEWAGE SYSTEMS AND ACCESSORIES SUCH AS
DENITRIFICATION UNITS TO IMPLEMENT THE PROVISIONS OF THE
PROPOSED TOWNSHIP OFFICIAL SEWAGE FACILITIES PLAN.

BE AND IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Board of Supervisors of the
Township of Strasburg, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, as follows:

Section 1. Title. This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the “Strasburg
Township On-Lot and Community Sewage System Ordinance”.

Section 2. Legislative Intent. The Board of Supervisors recognizes that individual on-lot
sewage disposal systems constitute a valid and approved manner of conserving the quality of the
water and other natural resources of the Township through proper treatment of wastes generated by
development within the Township. The use of individual on-lot sewage systems must be regulated
in accordance with the regulations promulgated by the Department of Environmental Protection
which pertain to the location and permitted types of on-lot sewage disposal systems. In addition, the
Township has determined that should the on-lot sewage system disposal system installed by a
landowner fail, the water quality and other natural resources of the Township may be polluted It
is especially of concern to the Board that such pollution may occur when a system fails and there is
no suitable area on the lot for the installation of a replacement system. Therefore, in order to protect
the water quality and other natural resources of the Township, thereby protecting the health and
welfare of residents and visitors, the Board desires to require that all landowners provide and setaside
areas for the installation of replacement individual on-lot sewage disposal systems.

It is the further intent of the Board to insure that on-lot sewage disposal systems are propetly
maintained. Failure to maintain on-lot sewage disposal systems resultsin malfunctions which in turn
results in the pollution of the water quality and other natural resources of the Township. On-lot

sewage disposal systems should be pumped out on a regular basis, and it is the responsibility of all
landowners to insure such maintenance is performed.

5575387

Page: 1 of 19
11/22/2006 02:41PM

DR

g

N\



The Board also desires tO provide for the proper maintenance of the community systems
which have been installed in the Township. Proper maintenance of community sewage systems is
essential to preserve and protect the health and welfare of Township residents and to preserve and

protect the environment.

Section 3. Adoption of Standards by Reference. A certain document, chree (3) copies of
which have been and are presently on file in the office of the Secretary of the Township of Strasburg,
being marked and designated as Chapters 71,72, and 73 of Title 25 of the Pennsylvania Code, being
promulgated by the Department of Environmental Protection of the Commonwealth of Pennsylva-
nia, be and are hereby adopted as the sewage permit application and installation procedure of the
Township and each and all of the regulations contained in the said Chapters are hereby adopted by
the Township except as modified by this Ordinance. It is the intent of the Board to adopt all
subsequent amendments and revisions to the said Chapters as permitted by law and in accordance
with the provisions of 1 Pa.C.S. §1937(a). If such an intent is found invalid by a court of competent
jurisdiction, it is the intent of the Board to adopt the said Chapters as they existed on the effective
date of this Ordinance.

Section 4. Word Usage and Definitions.

A. Word Usage. In the interpretation of this Ordinance, the singular shall include
the plural, and the masculine shall include the feminine and the neuter.

B. Definitions. All words and phrases not otherwise defined herein shall have the
meaning provided in Section 7 of the Act, 35 P.S. §750.2, Section 71.1 of the Department's
Regulations, 25 Pa. Code §71.1, or Section 73.1 of the Department's Regulations, 25 Pa.
Code §73.1, or the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code, 53 P.S. §10101 et seq.

ACT - The Pennsylvania Sewage Facilities Act, Act of January 24, 1966, P.L. (1965) 1535,
No. 537, as amended, 35 P.3. §750.1 et seq.

BOARD - The Board of Supervisors of the Township.

COMMUNITY SEWAGE SYSTEM - Any system, whether publicly or privately owned, for
the collection of sewage or industrial wastes of a liquid nature from two or more lots, and the
treatment and/or disposal of the sewage or industrial waste on one or More of the lots or at
any other site and which shall comply with all applicable regulations of the Department.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, the sewage collection, transmission and treatment systems
of the Public Sewer Service Providers shall not be considered community sewage systems for
the purposes of this Ordinance.

DEPARTMENT - The Department of Environmental Protection of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania or any sucCessor agency:



DEVELOPER - Any person who files a planning module for land development with the
Township; or who files an application for approvalofa subdivision or land development plan
proposing the subdivision or development of land within the Township; or who makes ap-
plication for a permit; o who makes an application for a zoning permit under the Township
Zoning Ordinance; ot who installs, repairs, modifies, or altersan OLDS or commurnity sewage
system serving properties within this Township other than a govemmental entity.

INDIVIDUAL ON-LOT SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM (OLDS) - Any system of piping,
ranks, or other facilities serving on a single lot and collecting and disposing of sewage in
whole or in part into the <ol and any waters of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and
which is located upon the lot which it serves. The term also includes an OLDS which meets

the definition of non-standard system.

LAND DEVELOPMENT - A land development as defined in the Pennsylvania Municipali-
ties Planning Code, Act of July 31, 1968, P.L. 805, No. 247, as amended and reenacted, 53

P.S. §10101 et seq.

LOT - A parcel of land used or intended to be used as a building site or a separatc parcel to
be created as a result of approval of a subdivision or land development application or 2
condominium unit. The term 1ot shall include parcels equal to or greater than ten (10) acres
in size where the lot may be occupied by one or more persons ot families.

MALFUNCTION - The condition which occurs when an OLDS or community sewage
disposal discharges sewage onto the surface of the ground, into ground waters of the Com-
monwealth, into surface waters of the Commonwealth, backs upinto the building connected
to the OLDS ot community sewage disposal system ot otherwise causes a nuisance hazard to
the public health or pollution of ground or surface water or contamination of public or
private drinking water wells. An OLDS or community Sewage disposal system shall be con-
sidered to be malfunctioning if any of the conditions set forthin this paragraph occur for any
length of time during any period of the year.

NON-STANDARD SYSTEM - An OLDS which has a denitrification unit or any other
equipment which is not commonly found on OLDS within Lancaster County Or an OLDS
which has been modified to address groundwater contarmination or other environmental
issues or any OLDS which requires additional approvals from the Department or a modifi-
cation or amendment to the Township's Official Plan.

OFFICIAL PLAN - A comprehensive plan for the provision of adequate sewage disposal
systems adopted by the Township and approved by the Department in accordance with the

Act and with applicable Department regulations.

OLDS - An individual on-lot sewage disposal system.



PERMIT - A permit issued by the Sewage Enforcement Officer after the performance of tests
to determine suitability to authorize the initial :nstallation of an OLDS or the repair,
replacement ot enlargement of an existing OLDS.

PERSON - Any individual, association, partnership, public or private corporation whether
for profit or not-for-profit, trust, estate, o other legally recognized entity- Whenever the
term “person” is used in connection with any clause providing for the imposition of a fine or
penalty or the ordering of the action t0 comply with the terms of this Ordinance, the term
“person” shall include the members of an association, partnership or firm and the officers of
any public or private corporation, whether for profit or not-for-profit.

PLANNING MODULE FOR LAND DEVELOPMENT - A revision to the Township Offi-
cial Plan submitted in connection with the request for approval of 2 subdivision or land de-
velopment in accordance with Department regulations.

PLANNING COMMISSION - The Township Planning Commission.

PUBLIC SEWER SERVICE PROVIDER - Borough of Strasburg; Strasburg, Lancaster Coun-
ty, Borough Authority; Suburban Lancaster Sewer Authority or any other political subdivi-
sion or municipal authority which provides or may in the future provide public sewer service
within the Township.

REPLACEMENT LOCATION - A location designated as the future location of an OLDS
that shall be installed should the OLDS installed or to be installed fail or otherwise become
inoperable and which shall meet all the regulations of the Department and all applicable
Township ordinances for an OLDS.

SEPTAGE HAULER - Any person licensed by the Lancaster County Solid Waste Manage-
ment Authority, the Department or other governmental agency to remove septage or other
solids from treatment tanks of OLDS or community sewage disposal systems, holding tanks,
privies, aerobic canks, cesspools, or any other sewage disposal facility within .he Township.

SEWAGE - Any substance that contains any of the waste products or excrement ot other
discharge from the bodies of human beings or animals and any noxious or deleterious sub-
stances being harmful or inimical to the public health or to animals or aquatic life or to the
use of water for domestic water supply or for recreation or which constitutes pollution under
The Clean Streams Law.

SEWAGE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER - The Sewage Enforcement Officer of the Township.

SINGLE AND SEPARATE OWNERSHIP - The ownership of a lot by one or more persons
which ownership is separate and distinct from that of any abutting or adjoining lot.






ORDINANCE #29

ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING PROCEDURE FOR THE USE

AND MAINTENANCE OF PRIVIES IN STRASBURG

TOWNSHIP UNDER CERTAIN CONDITIONS; PROVIDING

FOR THE PROMULGATION OF RULES AND REGULATIONS
INCIDENTAL THERETO; PROCEDURES AND THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF RATES AND CHARGES; ESTABLISHING
DUTIES OF IMPROVED PROPERTY OWNERS UTILIZING
PRIVIES; PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS OF
THE ORDINANCE AND ABATEMENT OF NUISANCES

BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED by the Board of Supervisors of
the Township of Strasburg, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, and it
i1s hereby enacted and ordained as follows:

Section 1. Purpose. The purpose of this Ordinance is to
establish procedures for the use and maintenance of existing and
new privies designed to receive and retain sewage whether from
residential or commercial uses and it is hereby declared that the
enactment of this Ordinance is necessary for the protection,
benefit and preservation of the health, safety and welfare of the
inhabitants of this Township.

Section 2. Definitions. Unless the context specifically and
clearly indicates otherwise, the meaning of terms used in this
Ordinance shall be as follows:

A. "Board" shall mean the Board of Supervisors of Strasburg
Township.
B. "Privy" shall mean a watertight receptacle, whether

permanent or temporary, which receives and retains sewage where
water under pressure or piped waste water is not avalilable and
is designed and constructed to facilitate the ultimate disposal
of the sewage at another site. :

C. "Improved Property" shall mean any property within the
Township upon which there is erected a structure intended for
continuous or periodic habitation, occupancy or use by human
beings or animals and from which structure sewage shall or may
be discharged.

D. "Owner" shall mean any person vested with ownership,

legal or equitable, sore or partial, of any property located
in the Township.

E. "Person" shall mean any individual, partnership,
company, association, corporation or other group or entity.

F. "Sewage" shall mean any substance that contains any of
the waste products or excrements or other discharge from the
bodies of human beings or animals and any noxious or
deleterious substance being harmful or inimical to the public
health, or to animal or aquatic life or to the use of warer



for domestic water supply or for recreation.

G. T"Township" shall mean Strasburg Township, Lancaster
County, Pennsylvania. ‘

Section 3. Rights and Privileaes Granted. The Board is
hereby authorized and empowered to undertake with the Township
the control and methods of privy use, sewage disposal and sewage
collection and transportation thereof.

Section 4. Rules and Regulations. The Board is hereby
authorized and empowered to adopt such rules and regulations
concerning sewage which it may deem necessary from time to time
to effect the purposes herein. In the absence of adoption of
rules and regulations by the Board relative to the administration
of this Ordinance, the rules and regulations of the Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Resources (DER) or any successor
department or administrative agency of the state pertaining to
the conditions justifying use of privies, the method construction
and installation of said privies, the method of maintenance of
privies and all other matters relative to the use of privies
within municipalities shall be considered and deemed rules and
regulations of the Township and shall be applied by the Township
in the administration of this Ordinance.

Section 5. Rules and Requlation to be in Conformity with
Applicable Law. All such rules and regulations adopted by the
township shall be in conformity with the provisions of this
Ordinance, all other Ordinances of the Township, and all
applicable laws, rules and regulations of administrative agencies
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

Section 6. Rates and Charges. The Township shall have the
right and power to fix, alter, charge and collect rates,
assessments, and other charges in the area serviced by its
facilities at reasonable and uniform rates as authorized by
applicable law.

Section 7. Condition of Privy Use,

A. The property owner must show that site and soil
suitability testing of the lot has been conducted by
the Sewage Enforcement Officer and that the site meets
the Title 25, Chapter 73 (standards for Sewage Disposal
Facilities) requirement for the ultimate sewage
disposal by an approved on-lot system i1f water under

pressure or piped waste water becomes available to the
lot. '

B. At such time that water under pressure becomes
available, the property owner must remove the privy and
replace the privy with an approved on-lot system.



C. The conditions of use described in A. above do
not apply:

1. To a privy to be used on an isoclated lot which
is one acre or larger and is not nor will not
by served by water under pressure in the future.

2. To temporary use of portable retention tanks
where their use is proposed at construction sites
or at the site of public gatherings and
entertainment.

D. Specific conditions for use of privies shall be
incorporated in the permit application and permit for
the proposed use of a privy.

E. The Board is provided the opportunity to inspect the
privy for proper operation, maintenance and content
disposal.

Section 8. Exclusiveness of Rights and Privileges. The

collection and transportation of all sewage from any improved
property utilizing a privy shall be done solely by or under the
direction and control of the Township, and the disposal thereof
shall be made only at such site or sites as may be approved by
the Department of Environmental Resources of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania.

Section 9. Duties of Improved Property Owner. The Owner of
an Improved Property that utilized a privy shall:

A. Maintain the privy in conformance with this or any
Ordinance of this Township, the provisions of any
applicable law, and the rules and regulations of the
Township and any administrative agency of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

B. Permit only the Township or, if the Township so
directs, a person under contract with the property
owner to collect, transport, and dispose of the
contents therein.

C. Abandon the privy consistent with applicable public
health and environmental standards and obtain a
permit for an install an approved on-lot system meeting
Chapter 73 standards in the event that water under
pressure or piped waste water becomes available to the

property.

D. Permit the Board to enter upon lands to inspect the
privy for proper operation, maintenance and contents
disposal.



Section 10. Violations. Any person who violates an
Provisions of Section 9 shall, UPOn conviction thereos by summary
Proceedings, be Sentenced to P8y & fine of not more than $300.00
and costs, and in default of said fine and costs to undergo

imprisonment in the Lancaster County Prison for & period not ip
excess of five (5) days. :

Section 11. Abatement Of Nuisances. 1np addition to any
other remediesg provided in this Ordinance, any violation of
Section 9 shall constitute a nuisance and may be abated by the

Township by either seeking appropriate equitable oy legal relier
from a court of Competent jurisdiction.

Section 12, Repeal. a1}l Ordinances or resolutions or parts
of Ordinances or resolutions, insofar a&s they are mutually
contradictory herewith, be ang the same are hereby repealed
provided, however, that the terms of all other Ordinances or
resolutions or Parts thereof shall be interpreteg in a manner
consistent with thig Ordinance.

Section 13. Severability. If any Sentence, clause, Section
) D ! ;
Or pPart of this Ordinance 1s found to be unconstltutlonal,

illegal or invalid, such unconstitutionality, illegality or
invalidity shall not affect or impair any of the remaining
provisions, Sentences, clauses, sections, or Parts of thig
Ordinance. It ig hereby declared as the intent of the Board that
this Ordinance would have been adopted had such unconstitutional,

illegal or invalid Sentence, clause, section or part thereof not
been included therein.

Section 14. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall beconme
effective five (5) days after its adoption.

ORDAINED AND ENACTED thig é%é’ day of -, 1994

BOARD OF SUPERYV SORS OF
STRASBURG TQWNSHIP

By: (1

Daniel ¢ Herr, Chairman

CERTIFICATION QF ADOPTION

Ordinance adopted by the Board of Supervisors of Strasburg
Township, Lancaster Count%,egennsylvania, at a regular meeting of
7 :

the Board on <;@PLL-6/ / /§;a4lw é
Diane Saxti, SecCretary




ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR AND/OR REGULATING
SANITARY SEWERS, PUMPING STATIONS AND TREAT -
MENT PLANTS IN CERTAIN SUBDIVISIONS AND LAND
DEVELOPMENTS, AND PROVIDING FOR THE DESIGN,
INSTALLATION, SUPERVISION, AND CONSTRUCTION
OF THE SAME, PLANNING OF THE SAME, FORMULAT-
ING THE SAME AND APPROVAL AND INSPECTION OF

THE SAME.

BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED by the Board of Supervisors

of Strasburg Township, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, and it is

hereby enacted and ordained by authority of the same as follows:

Section 1.

Sewer Ordinance.

following

Section 2.

This Ordinance shall be known as the Capped

For the purpose of this Ordinance, the

terms shall have the meaning indicated: .

(a)

"Developer": A person, or his

authorized agent, for whon subdivision or
land development plans are being, or have
been, made.

(b)

"Land Development!: The improve-

ment of one or more contiguous lots, tracts,
Or parcels of land for any purpose involving

(i) a grou

p of two or more principal build-

ings, or (ii) the division or allocation of
ldnd between or among two or more existing or
prospective occupants by means of, or for the
purpose of, streets, common areas, leaseholds,
building groups or other features; a division
of land into lots for the purpose of conveying

such lots

singly or in groups to any person,

partnership or corporation for the purpose of
the erection of buildings by such person,
partnership or corporation.

(c)

"Principal Building": A structure

enclosed within exterior walls or fire walls;
built, erected, and framed of component
Structural parts; designed for the housing,
shelter, enclosure, and support of individuals,
animals, or preperiy of any kind: main structnre
on a given 1lot.

(d)

"Subdivision': The division or

redivision of a lot, tract or parcel of land
by any means into two Or more lots, tracts,



parcels or other divisions of land including
changes in cxisting lot lines for the purpose,
whether immediate or future, of lease, transfer
of ownership or building or lot development;
provided, however, that the following shall not
be considered subdivisions within the 'meaning
of this Ordinance: '

(1) The division of land for agricultural
purposes into parcels of more than 10 acres not

involving any new streets or easements of
access;

. (ii) The conveyance, sale or transfer of
land to an existing lot for the sole purpose
of increasing the lot size of the lot to which
the land is being added.

Section 3. . Sanitary sewers shall be planned and construéted
by the developer in all instances where sanitary sewer facilities
for transporting sewage for treatment are available to which the
developer can connect. .If such facilities are not available, but
will, iﬁ thé opinion of the Board of Supervisors (hereinafter
called the "Board™), become available within a reasonable time or,
shall be requested by the appropriate governmental agency respon-
sible for the planning'development 0T regulation of community
sewage systems, then sanitary sewers shall be installed by the
developer and all termini shall be capped by him.

Section 4. The Sanitary‘Engineer for the Board shall
design, or approve design if formulate@ by others,Aand shall
supervise and inspect construction of all sanitary sewers con-
‘structed by the de%éloper in order to give assurance that said
sevwers will coordinate and have congruity with the Board's overall
comprehensive sewer pians. All sewage pumping stations, inter-
ceptors and treatﬁent plants to be installed byzthe develocper
shall be designed by (or approved by, if the design is formulated
by others) the Board's Sanitary Engineer who shall also supervise

and inspect construction thereof.

-2~



and inspection fees for services rendered on bechalf of the developer
by the Board's Sanitary Engineer shall be in accordance with fees
set forth from time to time by the Board of Supervisors for such
purpose.

Section 6. Any person, partnership or corporation who
or which shall violate a provision of this Ordinance shall, upon
conv1ct10n thereof in a summary proceeding, be sentenced to pay a
fine of not more than Three Hundred ($300.00) Dollars and the costs
of prosecution, which fine may be collected by suit or summary
proceeding brought in ths name of the Township of Stragbu;g before
any District Magistrate, Upon judgment against any person by
summary conviction, or by proceedings by summons on default of
the payment of the fine 1mposed and the costs, the Defendant may
be sentenced and commltted to the County Jail or workhouse for a
period not exceeding thirty (30) days.

Section 7u In addition to the remedies provided in
Section 6 above, any continued violations of thlS Ordlnance which
shall constitute a nuisance in fact or which shall in the opinion
of the Board create a nuisance may be abated by proceeding against
the violator in a court of equity for felief.

Section 8. If any section or subsection of this Ordinance
shall be found to be invalid the other sections or éubsections’of-
the Ordinance shall not be affected thereby.

Section 9. All ordinances Or parts of ordinances

inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed.

Section 10. This Ordinance shall become effective five

(5) days after enactment.
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